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BURT HARRIS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP AWARD PROGRAM 2009
With initial funding through The Beat 94.5 FM this scholarship will be built to award music education scholarships to needy students for private and institutional music programs. The scholarship was named after Burt Harris who passed away in 2006 after a battle with cancer. Burt was a music lawyer and fierce advocate for music and musicians. Burt's passion for all things music will be carried on through this scholarship program.

With the generous donations from the public, we will be able to help many of these students and individuals not only to gain one on one musical instruction from a professional instructor, but to work toward a brighter future with confidence and passion, be it a profession in music or otherwise. We believe that the gift of music for these students will benefit the community beyond the music sector, as they take their dedication for playing music, and apply that same dedication and passion to the rest of their lives.
The Music BC Charitable Foundation was very pleased to announce in June, an amazing donation of $15,000 made to the Burt Harris Memorial Scholarship Fund by BC artists, Tegan & Sara. On their recent tour, they assembled a limited edition CD of their initial demo versions of their latest album The Con, and sold them while on their tour, donating the proceeds to the Music BC Charitable Foundation’s scholarship program.

When asked why they chose this charity, Tegan shared the following: “Sara and I were 18 when we had our first meeting with Burt Harris. We were on the verge of signing our first record deal and needed counsel badly. Thankfully Burt was able to negotiate and most importantly protect Sara and I when we were most vulnerable. Burt was the kind of lawyer more interested in protecting his artists than making money or becoming famous for his client list. He insisted that Sara and I understand every word of every agreement he ever drew up or negotiated on our behalf. I really admired Burt and appreciated his priorities. When we finished the Con and began work on the artwork we decided to dedicate the record to the two biggest losses we had ever faced: Burt Harris and our Grandmother Rita. They were both unprecedented forces in our lives and our eventual success as artists and as people. A dedication so small in comparison to the contribution they both made in our lives. It brings us great happiness to be able to raise money for this cause.”

In 2009, the Music BC Charitable Foundation will grant awards of $500 towards private music instruction, and awards of $1000 towards post-secondary music program tuition to BC residents age 25 and under. The scholarship awards will be distributed in June 2009 by the Foundation directly to the private music instructor or post-secondary school once written confirmation of applicant’s admission by the instructor/institute has been received by the Foundation.
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

In order to be eligible for the scholarship award, the applicant must:

· Be a resident of British Columbia, and be willing to supply proof of residency

· Establish financial need

· For private music instruction, instructor has been approved by the Foundation

SELECTION CRITERIA

After determining eligibility, the Foundation will assemble an anonymous jury to adjudicate the applications and select award winners based on passion for music, and willingness to learn. The essay that accompanies this application form will be a major deciding factor in choosing the award recipients.

RULES AND REGULATIONS

Post-Secondary Tuition: It is the responsibility of the individual to apply and gain admission to a college, CEGEP, university or institute in Canada. Scholarship Awards are conditional upon the Foundation’s receipt of notification of full-time enrollment from the selected post-secondary institution.

Private Instruction fees: It is the responsibility of the individual to sign up for private instruction, with an approved private instructor, and arrange lesson times during the 2009/2010 school year. The private instructor must also fill out the “Private Instructor Approval” form in order to gain approval from the Music BC Charitable Foundation.

CALENDAR

December 15, 2008
Application forms available at www.musicbc.org

May 15th, 2009

Deadline for applications to be postmarked by

May 22nd, 2009

Letters stating acknowledgement of receipt of application mailed to applicants

June 8th – 12th 2009 
Announcement of scholarship recipients by mail/email

September 30th 2009
Deadline for recipients to accept their scholarship awards 

APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

YOU SHOULD READ THESE APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS ENTIRELY BEFORE PROCEEDING WITH APPLYING.

If you have any questions, please contact the Music BC Charitable Foundation at 604-873-1914 or Toll Free within BC at 1-888-866-8570

STEP 1: GETTING STARTED

-Before you begin your application, please make sure you have read the cover page thoroughly. Check that you are eligible and that you meet the selection criteria. You may obtain more information by calling the Music BC Charitable Foundation or by consulting our website at www.musicbc.org

- Check that you have all 6 pages of the 2009 application form 

STEP 2: COMPLETING THE APPLICATION FORM

-Additional application forms may be downloaded from our website at www.musicbc.org

- Use the original application form. Do not recreate or reformat the form on your computer; if you do, your application will not be accepted by the Foundation.

- Use a typewriter or computer (minimum character size: 10pt). If you do not have access to either a typewriter or a computer, you may print neatly with blue or black ink only. Please do not use a pencil or other colored ink. Applications that are illegible will be disqualified.

- Answer all the questions on the application form.

- Make sure to submit your one-page essay (must be typed out, not handwritten)

- Have someone check your application form for spelling mistakes.

- Sign and date page 1 of the application form.

- Submit the fully completed and signed application form with the pages in the proper numerical order in the application package that you will send to the Foundation. It is suggested that you keep a photocopy of your application for your own records.

STEP 3: COMPLETEING THE PERSONAL INFORMATION FORM

The information contained in the personal information form will be used for all Foundation correspondence with the applicant. Please ensure that the information you provide is complete, accurate and up-to date.

· Type or print clearly in blue or black ink only. Please do not use a pencil or other colored ink.

· Ensure you have filled in every field.

· Submit the fully completed personal information form in the application package that you will send to the Foundation.

STEP 4: THE ENDORSEMENT

When choosing an endorser, make sure that you ask someone who knows you well. They should be aware of your involvements, your passion for music, and be able to write of them in detail.

· The endorser(s) must submit, a signed one-page reference letter on letterhead. If the attached letter is longer than one page, the extra pages will not be read.

· Make sure you allow sufficient time for your endorser(s) to write the endorsement letter.

· Include the one-page reference letter(s) in the application package that you will send to the Foundation.

· You can also allow additional individuals to write letters of reference, however, please completely fill out their information on the endorsement page
STEP 5: PRIVATE INSTRUCTOR APPROVAL FORM

· The instructor which you are/will be taking private music instruction lessons from must complete the Private Instructor Approval form.

· Make sure you allow sufficient time for your Private Instructor to complete the form
· Ensure that your private instructor meets all the criteria on the Private Instructor Approval form before applying. If the Private Instructor is not approved by the Foundation, your application will be ineligible. If you have any questions regarding the approval of your Private Instructor, please contact the Foundation, or request the Private Instructor to contact the Foundation with any questions they may have. If you require confirmation of your private instructor’s approval by the foundation, please fax in the completed Private Instruction Approval form with FAX form prior to submitting your application form. Please allow 3-4 business days for the Foundation to contact you with confirmation of the approval of your Private Instructor

STEP 6: THE TRANSCRIPT/RECORD OF STUDIES

· Academic transcripts should provide your elementary school marks (if you are still in elementary school), or your secondary school marks (if you are still attending secondary school or have graduated). If you have attended any post-secondary classes, please provide an academic transcript of your marks for these c lasses.

· Include the official transcript of your academic record or record of studies in the application package that you will send to the Foundation.

STEP 7: FOR MATURE APPLICANTS ONLY

If you will be entering a post-secondary institution as a mature student or if you have been out of school for longer than two years, please provide us with the following documentation:

· A one-page description of your employment and/or volunteer history with a brief explanation of why you want to begin post-secondary studies.

· Please include your most recent record of studies. If you do not have a high school transcript or if you have completed your secondary studies more than five years ago, you do not have to include it. If you have been granted admission to your program on the basis of an admission assessment, include the assessment with your application. You should include results of upgrading courses and marks received in pre-university courses if applicable.

STEP 8: PREPARING PACKAGE TO MAIL

You may only submit one application package to the Foundation’s mailing address. Any subsequent application packages received by the Foundation will be discarded.

· All application material must be mailed in one envelope to the Foundation. 

· Sign all necessary pages.

· Make a photocopy of your application to keep for your own records

· Staple the pages of the application together in the following order:

· Personal Information Form, 3 page Application Form, one-page essay, Endorsement page, and one-page reference letter(s)

· Private Instructor Approval Form (For private music instruction applicants)

· Transcript/record of studies/admission assessment

· One page description of employment and/or volunteer history. If you are entering a post-secondary institution as a mature student or if you have been out of school for longer than two years.

· Copies of documents referencing financial need

· The complete application must be mailed to:

Music BC Charitable Foundation

Burt Harris Memorial Scholarship

#530 – 425 Carrall St

Vancouver, BC V6B 6E3

STEP 9: APPLICATIONS WILL B E CONSIDERED ONLY IF:

· Your application form is fully completed, legible, and signed

· The endorsement page is completed and signed, and accompanied by one-page reference letter(s)

· You have completed and enclosed the personal information form

· Your one-page essay is typed, and was written by you, the applicant, only.

· The Private Instructor Approval form is completed and signed (if applicable)

· You have enclosed your academic transcript or record of studies or admission assessment

· Your application is mailed to the Foundation and postmarked no later than May 2nd, 2009, in one envelope. Additional materials cannot be sent in at a later date to accompany your application.

· You have proven financial need, and supplied the appropriate photocopied documentation

STEP 10: MAILING DEADLINE POLICY

Your application to the Foundation must be postmarked, (Canada Post) by May 15th 2009. You must use Canada Post’s regular mail, Xpresspost, or Priority Courier service as the Foundation will not be accepting any hand deliveries or packages sent by privately owned couriers. Packages sent by privately operated couriers will be returned to you. The Foundation is not responsible for any postal errors and it will not accept any application that is postmarked after May 15th 2009 regardless of the circumstances.

It is your responsibility to ensure that your application package is postmarked by the deadline date. Therefore you should take into account the time needed by the postal service for processing your application and allow sufficient postage when mailing it. If your application is incomplete, incorrectly addressed or late, you will be disqualified from the competition for this deadline.

Music BC Charitable Foundation is not responsible for applications that are lost before they are delivered to the following address. Applicants WHO HAVE NOT RECEIVED an acknowledgement of receipt must contact the Foundation before June 1st, 2009 in order for their application to be considered.

CONTACT INFORMATION:


MAILING ADDRESS:

Music BC Charitable Foundation 


Music BC Charitable Foundation


Ph: 604-873-1914



Burt Harris Memorial Scholarship

Toll Free within BC: 1-888-866-8570

#530 – 425 Carrall St

Email: info@musicbc.org



Vancouver, BC V6B 6E3

www.musicbc.org
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